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Langdon, Evan H. 
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TRACTION ENHANCED CONTROLLED PRESSURE 
FLEXIBLE FLAT TERMINATION DEVICE 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants appeal the final rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) of claims 22, 23 and 25-26 

based upon the Mardis reference. There is no prima facie case of anticipation because the 

Mardis reference does not teach what the Examiner contends. Applicants' claim 22 is 

reproduced here for convenience. 

22. An elevator system having a tension member for suspending the elevator 
loads and a termination device for the tension member, the termination device 
including: 

a first compressive system to engage and compress the tension member to 
provide a first retaining mechanism; and 

a second compressive system comprising a clamp engaging the tension 
member, the second compressive system prevents further slippage of the tension 
member by mechanical deformation of the tension member only when slippage of 
the tension member through the device first occurs. 

As stated in that claim, the "second compressive system" operates by using "mechanical 
deformation of the tension member only when slippage of the tension member through the 
device first occurs." In other words, the arrangement of claim 22 causes mechanical deformation 
responsive to slippage of the tension member through the termination device. 
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The Mardis reference relied upon by the Examiner expressly states that it is impossible 
for any slippage or distortion of the rope of that reference to occur relative to the device of that 
reference. Page 2, lines 12-17 of the Mardis reference contain the following statement. "It will 
also be seen that the rope thimble of this invention is clamped securely over substantially the 
entire loop of the rope, thereby eliminating the danger of any slippage or distortion whatsoever 
of any of the strands or that part of the rope looped around the thimble. " (Emphasis added) That 
is an express statement that there is no slippage, no danger of any slippage, no distortion of any 
strands of the rope, nor any danger of any distortion of any of the strands of the rope or that part 
of the rope looped around the thimble in the Mardis reference. 

Therefore, it is impossible to establish a prima facie case of anticipation against an 
arrangement that utilizes mechanical deformation responsive to slippage. The Examiner has 
basically interpreted the Mardis reference by going directly contrary to the express statement in 
that reference. A reference cannot be interpreted to mean the exact opposite of what it teaches 
when trying to manufacture a prima facie case of anticipation. 

In the Advisory Action, the Examiner indicated that "Mardis utilizes mechanical 
deformation by use of corrugated grooves 7a, 8a in the first compressive system and corrugated 
grooves 14 in the second compressive system." The corrugated grooves of the Mardis reference 
cannot be interpreted to operate differently than what is expressly stated in the above-quoted 
portion of the Mardis reference. Any slippage or distortion whatsoever of any strand or the part 
of the rope looped around the thimble in the Mardis reference is entirely impossible according to 
the express teachings of the reference. Therefore, it is impossible to establish a prima facie case 
against any of Applicants' claims based upon the Mardis reference. The rejection based upon 
the Mardis reference must be withdrawn. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS 




Davi 1 J. G^kfy Reg. No. 37,139 
400 W. Mapl^Rd., Ste. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248) 988-8360 



Dated: February 25, 2008 
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